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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[>^] This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language English 9 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

jj - j international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

[5<[] publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished 
to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this reort as "originally filed" and are not 
annexed to this report): 

[5<] the international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 



pages . as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



| | the claims: 

pages a s originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statment) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the drawings: 

pages __ ; as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



I I the sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. | LJ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

[ | the claims, Nos. ___ 

I | the drawings, sheets 

[ ] the sequence listing (specify) : 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 

4 - CU This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments-annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considers r iw e o T^yTmTFuj^^ia^iuaui c tu> fried, as uiJIctucu lirChc Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I | the description, pages , 

I | the claims, Nos. _ 

I | the drawings, sheets 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

f~~] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify) : 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims YES 

Claims None NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 2-3, 9-19, 22,24, 26, 28, 30-32, 35, 37, 39, 41 , 43-45, 47-53 y ES 

Claims 1, 4- 8, 20, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 33, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 46 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims *- 53 YES 

Claims None NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1 . Citations 

D1: JP-A-2003-329187 (19 November 2003) 
D2: JP-A-2003-240182 (27 August 2003) 
03: KR-Y1 -20-1 88526 (15 July 2000) 
D4: KR-Y1 -20-275929 (18 May 2002) 

2. Novelty 

(1) The invention of claim 1 of the present invention relates to an adapter for branching a hose 
comprising a body having an inlet and an outlet, a cone-type head formed near the inlet, a 
first coupling unit coupled with the inlet, and a second coupling unit coupled with the 
outlet. 

(2) Claims 1-19 limit some technical features of claim 1 or add some technical features to 
claim 1. 

(3) Claim 20 relates to an adapter for branching a hose comprising a body having an inlet and 
an outlet, a cone-type head formed near the inlet, and a coupling unit, wherein an 
inserting unit is formed at an upper portion of the head and a pressing unit is formed at a 
lower portion of the head. 

(4) Claims 21-32 limit some technical features of claim 20 or add some technical features to 
claim 20. 

(5) Claim 33 relates to an adapter for branching a hose comprising a body having an inlet and 
an outlet, a head having a packing and formed near the inlet, a locking step for fixing the 
packing, and a coupling unit, wherein an inserting unit is formed at an upper portion of the 
head and a pressing unit is formed at a lower portion of the head. 

(6) Claims 34-53 limit some technical features of claim 33 or add some technical features to 
claim 33. 

(7) None of the inventions of D1-D4 are the same as the inventions claimed in claims 1, 20 
and 33 of the present application. 

(Continued on Supplemental Sheet.) 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of: 

BOX V. 

(8) Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-53 is considered to be novel under PCT Article 

33(2). 
3. Inventive Step 



(1) D1-4 disclose a technical feature corresponding to the body of claim 1 of the present 
application having an inlet and an outlet. D1 and D2 disclose a technical feature 
corresponding to the cone-type head of claim 1 which is formed near the inlet, and D3 
and 04 disclose technical features corresponding to the first coupling unit coupled with 
the inlet and the second coupling unit coupled with the outlet, as set forth in claim 1 of the 
present application. 

(2) Claims 4 and 5 integrate two technical features of the head and the body. 01 and D2 have 
a head and a body integrally formed, and consequently both technical features of claims 4 
and 5 are similar to those of D1 and 02. 

(3) Claims 6-8 have the body having an extension groove and an extension plate, which are 
similar to the elements of the body as set forth in 01 and D2. 

(4) D1-D4 disclose technical features corresponding to the technical features as set forth in 
the preambles of claims 20 and 33, and D1 and D2 disclose technical features 
corresponding to the inserting unit and pressing unit as set forth in the characterizing parts 
of said claims. 

(5) Claims 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 34. 36, 38, 40 and 42 specify the inserting unit of the head, 
which is similar to the head of D1 and D2. 

(6) Claim 46 adds a packing to the invention of claim 20. D1-D4 disclose a technical feature 
corresponding to the packing. 

(7) Therefore, in view of D1-D4, claims 1, 4-8, 20, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 33, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 
and 46 are considered to lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3). 



4. Industrial Applicability 



(1) The present invention, which relates to an »rtantnr for branching a hose, can be applicable 
to the pipe connection industry. 

(2) Therefore, the present invention is considered to have industrial applicability under PCT 
Article 33(4). 
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